RON VODENICHAR
Ron Vodenichar, class of 1973, is nearing the completion of a very
successful career in newspaper publishing. His career began in
Steubenville, Ohio, in 1978, shortly after his college graduation.
He progressed rapidly through various management positions with
Thomson Newspapers and became a Publisher in Oklahoma at the
age of 31. Ron and his wife, Linda Corton Vodenichar, moved their
family from Ohio to Missouri and Oklahoma before returning to
western Pennsylvania in 1989 when Ron became General Manager
of the Butler Eagle in neighboring Butler County. Today he serves
the Eagle’s parent company as Publisher and President of Eagle
Media.
Ron has achieved much recognition locally and nationally during
his career. In 1994, Presstime Magazine named him one of the top
40 executives under the age of 40. In 1995, he was presented the
Distinguished Service Award for Butler County for his achievements in volunteer service. In
2005, The Moraine Council of the Boy Scouts of America chose him as their recipient of the
Distinguished Service Award for community leadership.
He has served on the boards of the YMCA, United Way, the Chamber of Commerce, and Rotary
Club of Butler. He served the Rotary Club as President three individual terms and chaired
the annual United Way fund drive for the county twice. A tireless fundraiser, Ron led many
spontaneous drives in the community, including a drive to keep the library open during a
financial crisis, a drive to purchase and install special-needs alarms and monitors in the homes
of children with disabilities, and one to replace equipment and office furniture for Meals on
Wheels after they lost everything in a flood.
Ron and Linda, his wife of 42 years, are active members of Trinity Lutheran Church in Butler
where Ron sings with the Praise Team and serves as a lector and assisting minister. They have
four daughters and 13 grandchildren. Leisure time is spent on the golf course, enjoying an
island beach, or yelling at the Pittsburgh Pirates.
While Ron lives 30 miles from his parents’ original home in New Sewickley Township, he still
has two sisters and two brothers living in the Freedom Area School District.

